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The lives of George Washington and Sarah Shade depict the difference in class and status of people in society.  Their story depicts the life of the rich and the poor in society. As we read about the life story of George Washington and Sarah Shade, we can tell the difference in how they led their lives in the era of British Empire. From the readings, it is clear that George Washington was a wealthy man while Sarah Shade was struggling to make ends meet just like many people in society. The aim of this paper, therefore, is to explore the lives of George Washington and Sarah Shade and draw relations in terms of class positions they occupied in the British Empire. 
One thing that comes out clear about the lives of these two individuals is the difference in social status. It is clear that Sarah Shade was born in a poor family. She was born to an artisan family. This meant that there were very few opportunities back home because they were struggling to make ends meet. Things turned out for the worse for her when she was orphaned in her teenage life. She was forced to lead the life of a slave as an agricultural servant. She also worked in a button-manufacturer’s in Birmingham. Because of limited opportunities back home, Sarah set sail heading to India to make a better life for her-self. However, she still struggled to make it in life. 
Sarah’s life still depicted the struggles of people in the lower class status, that is, the poor. Even though she was a worker for British imperial power in India, she had limited options to prosper. She was still marginalized in many things by virtue of her gender as well as poverty. The British army was dominated by men. And at the time Sarah worked in the army, not so many women had managed to serve in the army. As a woman, therefore, Sarah was not valued like men. In fact, she had to rely on men to find her way through the army. This can be seen when she had to bed senior men in the army. This meant that she was always in the shadow of men.  
On the other hand, George Washington’s life depicts that of an individual born in a well-off family that played a major role in him becoming a wealthy man in society. Washington was born in a well-off family. The family was part of the lower echelon of Virginia’s ruling class. Washington’s family was wealthy thanks to farming and land surveying. The family had huge tracts of land on which they practiced farming. Also, his father Augustine was a land surveyor and therefore he would earn money and other resources by doing land speculation. Even after the death of his father, the position of his family in society capitulated Washington’s rise to fame. His family was well connected. 
He was introduced by his brother to Lord Fairfax, head of one of the most powerful families in Virginia. Fairfax invited him to join a team of men surveying Fairfax lands in the Shenandoah Valley region of the Virginia colony. On this trip, he managed to gather skills in land surveying and learning trade. Also, surveying helped him earn a decent wage and travel opportunities away from home. Furthermore, his family’s status in society helped him get a position in the British military. His experience and skills over the years earned him a commanding position in the British army. Washington continued to be connected to many avenues as his status solidified in society. He won a seat in the lower Virginia legislature. He married a rich young widow named Martha Curtis. Therefore, “connections” played a crucial role in Washington becoming a wealthy and powerful man. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This begs the question of how Washington managed to become one of the most powerful and wealthy man in America. The wealthy status of George Washington can be attributed to the status of his family in society. His family had managed to acquire a considerable amount of wealth through farming and land speculation. Therefore, he inherited some of his family’s wealth as he continued to venture into other avenues that earned him money. And one of these avenues was in land surveying. Right after he was introduced to land surveying by Lord Fairfax, he acquired skills that helped him start his own surveying business. Land survey generated a lot of money at this time because most people wanted to settle on the bare lands during the American invasion. 
Land surveying meant that he would acquire some of the land as payment for his services. And on these huge tracts of land that he acquired, he practiced farming which was also his main source of income. In fact, he was a great plantation manager. He planted tobacco and wheat on his huge tracts of land.  Besides farming, Washington diversified into other businesses including fisheries, milling, horse breeding, and weaving and many others. George Washington became rich by marrying a rich wife. He married a rich young widow named Martha Curtis. The lady was rich thanks to the huge tracts of land she owned and also business. Washington inherited the property after her death. 
In conclusion, for the readings, it is clear that Sarah Shade’s life in the British Empire depicted that of a low-class person struggling to make a better life. Sarah was from a poor background. And this meant that she had to struggle for a better life. Even though she worked for British imperial power in India, she continued to struggle just like many people in the lower class of society. On the other hand, George Washington’s life in the British Empire depicts the life of an individual in the elite class of society. Washington was born in a rich family and this is what made him acquire more wealth and prosperity. Because of his family’s status in society, Washington was very well connected in society and this is what made him rub shoulders with the wealthy people. In general, the lives of the two draw a picture of the haves and the have not in society. 
     
       
